
Duarte Unified School District 

Distrito Advisory Committee (DAC) 

District English Learner Committee (DELAC) 

Minutes 

October 20, 2017 

 

Present: Dr. Nadia Hillman, Carolina Camarena, Heather Umphenour, Maria Salazar, Maria Diaz, Silvia 

Esparza, Rene Mata, Delfina Mata, Adriana Fernández, Garry Prado, Maritza Renderos, Alicia Santamaría, 

Adrián Avalos, Gresia Arango, Jana Vorhis, Peter Castillon, Martina Martinez, Jose-Trejo Maya, Maricela 

Carlos, Damaris Siguinajay. 

Call to Order: 8:30 a.m., Delfina Mata, Vice chairperson started the meeting together with Dr. Nadia 

Hillman. 

Rol call/welcome: All representatives of each school introduced themselves with their name and the school 

that they represent. 

Agenda Review – Mrs. Delfina Mata suggested the review and approve the minutes of September 19, 2017. 

First motion by Martina Martinez and second by Jana Vorhis. The minutes were approved. Mrs. Mata 

announced the minute’s approval. No deletion or additions to the agenda. 

Review By-Laws for Approval: Mrs. Heather Umphenour, Chairperson, she introduced herself and 

mentioned that she has been a representative for the past 4 years. Mrs. Umphenour asked if each school site 

is been represented and let them know that all member can vote, including Chairperson, Vice chairperson 

and secretary, except for the guest. Dr. Nadia Hillman commented that this is a legal requirement and it has 

to be done at the district and the school sites. Dr. Nadia Hillman explained that all the representatives and 

as members of the committee have the right to vote. Mrs. Umphenour continued leading the meeting. Mrs. 

Defina Mata explained that the bylaw material was given in the meeting before to review and approve on 

this meeting. All members suggested and agreed to take the material to review it. Mrs. Delfina Mata asked 

them to review again so there will be no confusion with the DAC-DELAC information and will be able to 

make any corrections.  

Mrs. Heather commented that this was the best decision because members can review the comments at 

home and make the necessary changes and be able to make the motions in this meetings. Mrs. Umphenour 

asked for the motion to approve the DAC and DELAC Bylaws. First motion Mr. Jana Vorhis, second by 

Mrs. Maria Diaz. All in favor. The Bylaws are approved as of October 20, 2017. 

Development of a district master plan for educational programs and services for ELs that takes into 

consideration the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) Dr. Nadia Hillman mentioned that this 

is a requirement that has to be done and the master plan is part the single Plan for student achievement. She 

asked the members who is a SSC member. Many of them are participating. She explained the development 

of this plan that focus on the English Learners necessities. All this plans had been approved and signed by 

each representative at your school site. Mrs. Mata asked how this plan help EL parents. Mr. Peter Castillon 

mentioned that at his school there is a committed that help parent to understand and be able to help their 

children to take advantage in their learning. Also, he mentioned that the school provides meetings with 

parents per grade to see the ELD progress, assessment review, tutoring services and any available resources. 

Dr. Hillman mentioned that each school has a committee for the Ingles Learners. She explain that tall the 

committees have to approved each plan where shows the goals for each student, for example the type of 

support for students. Mrs. Mata shared that she was an English Learner and that her parents didn’t 

understand and could help her. Mrs. Mata asked how do you communicate with parents and if there is a 

translation in all documents. Mr. Castillo mentioned that they have many different ways to communicate 

and documents are translated to Spanish.  

Mrs. Castillon commented that there is a place on the web page that has more information and commented 

that he doesn’t know why parents are not involve. Mrs. Maria Diaz commented that some parents might 

not come because they are busy and that maybe others aren’t interested. Mrs. Peter Castillon asked for a 
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suggestion to attract parents to help. Several members mentioned that they agree with him that parents are 

not interested or are busy to involve in their children’s education. Mrs. Heather asked if there is a study on 

how many parents actually received the information.  

Mrs. Delfina Mata commented that there are many parents that don’t speak the language, don’t know how 

to use the computer, and don’t know how to find the web sites to help their children. Sometimes there are 

kids translating for their parents. Maritza Renderos commented that she uses google to translate for her 

son’s homework. Gresia Arango mentioned that the parents do not want to learn but they are also afraid of 

changes. She suggested that the students should have an extra hour after school to be able to learn English. 

She has seen her son frustrated because she spends almost three hours searching from word to word. Mrs. 

Heather commented that there are parents who have access to internet sites that many parents do not know 

about computer classes or that computer classes are been offered. Mrs. Heather Umphenour commented 

that some parents are scared and commented that at Royal Oaks parents are learning English with the 

equipment offered by the school. She commented that likes to get involved with her child and that she 

doesn’t know why parents are afraid of getting involved with the children at school like if there is a wall in 

between them. Mr. Garry Prado mentioned that Maxwell School is going to start until Nov 16. Mrs. Heather 

Umphenour suggested that parents should speak up and maintain a positive attitude towards people who 

are afraid and keep inviting them until they get involved. 

Mrs. Maritza Renderos commented that her children are afraid to ask and that her children tell her that she 

is not a teacher and that she doesn’t know English. She had a meeting with the principal so that the parents 

learn English. The principal mentioned to her that it has been very difficult to gather a group of parents to 

get involve because they don’t want to. Mrs. Renderos mentioned that it has been very difficult for her son 

and her especially in reading.  Mrs. Martina Martinez has the same situation as Mrs. Renderos. She 

mentioned that she is afraid to speak English but she still goes to the committee meetings.  

Heather asked where is the Rosetta Stone program. Dr. Nadia Hillman commented that this program is at 

all schools that it is available to each parent. She let her know that she can use the Rosettta stone program 

thru her school. Dr. Hillman mentioned that is very good that the entire community can support each other 

by sharing all the information. Mrs. Umphenour congratulated Mrs. Maritza Renderos for her effort to be 

involved in the meeting. Dr. Hillman congratulated her as well and mentioned that Mrs. Renderos is a 

leader. Mrs. Maritza commented that her husband and she bought a computer and that Beardslee is helping 

her with math and that her son understands more about math. Maria shared that her daughter spend three 

hour working on her homework and she asked her to teach her. 

Mrs. Jana Vorhis asked how funds are used for schools and how it is determined. She suggested and ask if 

it will be possible to give computer to English Learners that they no longer use in the district so they have 

the possibility to give computers to facilitate learning. Dr. Hillman thanked all for bringing the comment. 

Dr. Hillman explained that the funds are used and determined with each school and other at the district and 

the computers were distributed equally. Dr. Hillman explained that we have to improve.  

Mrs. Martina mentioned and let them know about the Andres Duarte Committee. She mentioned that there 

is still no committee at that school, that parents have not been chosen, and  that AD keep moving the meeting 

dates. She explained that there is consistency and meeting dates are moved regularly. Mrs. Martina 

commented that her granddaughter had received a computer and that she learns more now that she has it.  

Review District SBAC data results: Dr. Hillman showed a PowerPoint presentation with all the CAASPP 

system: The summative assessment of English Language Arts/Literature/Mathematics; Science in grads 5, 

8, and 11; the exceptions of California’s Alternative assessments and Students that have been in the US less 
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than twelve months. She explained how assessments works and how students move on assessment where 

sometimes they will be reading a story or watch a video and use headphones. Dr. Hillman gave an example 

of the math test on which students have to read, follow the steps, choose an answer, and use the tools either 

to draw a line or do something else that students are asked to do in the test. The results showed the capacity 

of the students in each grade and are compared with other years. Also explained and show all English and 

math scores, and let the committee know that these scores were public. Dr. Hillman mentioned the actions 

and strategies of the district and the schools in English and Mathematics. She explained that these strategies 

are complemented by material adoptions, rigorous curriculum design, material for ELL, schools that 

become K-8, maintaining enrollment in higher grades, and preparation of the assessments.  Mrs. Heather 

Umphenour asked who chooses these actions and strategies. Dr. Hillman Mentioned that quality material 

is reviewed by a committee of teachers along with school and state recommendations. She also explained 

that the common standards are higher since they start the sixth grade. Maritza mentioned that she has seen 

the changes and shared that math problems are complicated but they teach to solve them in a different way. 

She considered that at first it was difficult, but now supports the new strategies. 

School Reports: –Mount Olive Innovation and Technology -José Trejo-Maya informed about the events 

that are in Mt. Olive Innovation and technology: The ESL beginners-class given at MIT gather with the 

adult school in Monrovia; The CTE courses from the Academy of Technology Education Careers along 

with the City of Hope, Citrus college, Duarte Public Safety, Azusa Pacific University, Rio Hondo College 

and many other businesses; The announcement of Red Ribbon Week “Your future is Key So…Be drug 

free”; event that will be on Saturday, October 21, 2017 

Mrs. Heather Umphenour recommended to parents to attend these workshops because they are very good. 

Mrs. Heather commented that her husband learned a lot from these workshops which are not only for parents 

but also for children because sometimes we don’t know how to talk about the theme it at home with our 

children.  

Beardslee Rene Mata commented that the new building is ready and the implementation of the non-drug 

program 

Royal Oaks commented the harvest carnival and the open games. 

Duarte High School Peter Castillon mentioned about the beginning of the sport tournaments –Football, 

Tennis and Volleyball. Also, He mentioned about the History teachers training that is for two days.  

Meeting adjournment: at 10:23 a.m. 


